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above the other, whereupon the pole behaved in an extra-
ordinary manner, jumping about from one side of the room
to another, dragging the excited natives this way and that.
After this had gone on for some time, the local wise man
had no trouble in contacting the dead, or conjuring up
spirits.
The tabu, of course, was the chief manifestation of religion
in New Caledonia, and in the primitive conditions there,
it provided a clear example of how customs, originally
introduced to protect the people, became diverted into
exploiting them. The tabu was applied originally for
natural reasons, and was similar enough to the old Hebraic
laws. Women, during and after childbirth up till the time
the babies were weaned, were tabu, also during the period
of menstruation ; a married woman was tabu to other men ;
burial grounds were tabu—to prevent spread of 'disease
from which the sick died, and the tabu was generally applied
as a minimum necessity to regulate the social life of the
tribes.
Gradually, however, the chiefs and sorcerers capitalized
on the value of the fear inspired by the tabu, and used
it to place objects they themselves desired out of reach of
the ordinary people. Thus, when the first white traders
came, the richest coconut plantations or sandalwood forests
were placed under tabu, so that the chief could first use
the tabu as a bargaining lever with the traders, telling them
that these plantations or forests were tabu and thus more
valuable—and then securing sole right of sale, when the
price became high enough.
The act .of declaring tabu varied among different tribes*
but usually consisted in the simple act of tying a stick with
a few strands of flying fox hair, or making a mark with red
clay on the object which was to be designated. Violation
of the tabu meant quick death for the law-breaker.
The old social structure of the tribes has now largely
been broken down to the simple Division between Grand
Chief and ordinary tribesman. Each village has a chief, and
each group of villages comprises a tribe governed by a Grand

